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It was sent to the United States Senate on December 7, and
ratified by that body on February 23, 1904. It was ap-
proved by President Roosevelt on February 25, and pro-
claimed on the following day.

Closely following the ratification of the treaty by the
Senate, the President appointed a Commission to take
charge of the construction of the canal. The full history of
his action in connection with the work is recorded in sub-
sequent chapters.

One of the President's final official utterances before
leaving office was a special message to Congress on Decem-
ber 16, 1908, in reference to certain newspaper assertions
to the effect that there had been some corrupt action by or
on behalf of the United States Government in connection
with the acquisition of the title and property of the French
Canal Company at Panama. It was charged that an Amer-
ican syndicate had acquired the French Canal Company's
property and had sold it to the United States Grovernment
at a "huge profit" to the members of the syndicate, who
included the President's brother-in-law, Douglas Eobinson,
and the President-elect's brother, Charles P. Taft. All the
charges were shown subsequently to be absolutely without
foundation. The President used vigorous language in his
message, while setting forth in full all the established facts
in the case, with citations from official records to support
them. The charges had been published originally in the
New York World, and in denouncing them the President
said:

" These stories as a matter of fact need no investigation
whatever. No shadow of proof has been, or can be, pro-
duced in behalf of any of them. They consist simply of a
string of infamous libels. In form, they are in part libels
upon individuals, upon Mr. Taft and Mr. Eobinson, for in-
stance. But they are, in fact, wholly, and in form partly,
a libel upon the United States Government. I do not be-
lieve we should concern ourselves with the particular indi-
viduals who wrote the lying and libelous editorials, articles
from correspondents, or articles in the news columns.